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Effective implementation of the Ramsar Convention and the role of
local governments

Kenichi Hayashi
Associate Professor Social System Research Institute
Chuo Gakuin University

Abstract

In this thesis, fundamental consideration is made for fulfilling the duty of
faithful observance of the treaty prescribed in the Constitution of Japan, by the
division of roles of related organizations of the Convention.

As a result of this consideration, the roles that local governments should
play in domestic execution of the Ramsar Convention are presented.

We also considered that the obligation indicated by the Convention is a kind
of policy guidelines and suggested to actively utilize this by referring to it in
the regional policy process.

As areference material for this purpose, the summary of the “Ramsar Hand-
book” provided by the Secretariat of the Convention is attached to the end of
the book translated by the author.



