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Kingdom of God Movement by Toyohiko Kagawa and the War

Tomobumi KUROKAWA

The purpose of this paper is to consider what effect the Kingdom of God
Movement of Toyohiko Kagawa had on the Asia-Pacific wartime between 1931
and 1941.

The following three points can be concluded;

First, he stated the importance of missionary work in the critical situation
under war. He believed that people would seek god and salvation in the war
time as they faced the prospect of death. As a matter of fact, his missionary
work was promoted in the following week of the outbreak of war against the
United States.

Second, he advocated, upon winning the war, building a peaceful “Great
East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere” across ethnic groups based on Christianity.

It can be deduced that the Great East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere was
equated with the Kingdom of God in his mind.

Third, extending his missionary work in the Great East Asia Co-
prosperity Sphere was the major activity of the church during the war. It
is concluded that the missionary work was not conducted under pressure
by the government, but rather, it was his voluntary advocacy. There were
no references to “winning the war” or “brutal America and Britain” which
often appeared in newspapers. In contrast, there were articles to propagate
Christian philanthropy among Chinese people under Japan’s occupation
saying that we should accept them with fraternal love. Therefore, it is
concluded that Christian churches placed priority on the missionary work
rather than on extending cooperation with war efforts during the period of

war.



