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Considering Public Education and Civic Activities
in a Multicultural Society
—The Movement toward Establishment of Public Evening Middle Schools—

Fumio OSHIGE

ABSTRACT

A movement has arisen to establish public evening middle schools, leading
to the question of what roles public education and civic activities should play.
The concept of a “multicultural society” has become established firmly as an
administrative term. Traditionally, it has been understood to refer to a method
of enriching ones own society through acceptance of differences, as opposed
to assimilation. In April 2019, public evening middle schools will open in
the cities of Kawaguchi and Matsudo. Behind the development of these new
schools were the efforts, continued over many years, of independent evening
middle schools operated as civic activities. At the independent evening middle
school in Kawaguchi in particular, Japanese volunteers can be seen teaching
the Japanese language on a one-on-one basis to increasing numbers of foreign
residents of the area. A subejct of interest is the degree to which expertise
from the independent evening middle school in Kawaguchi will be put to use
in the planned new public evening middle school. It would be ideal if the
public middle evening schools and independent evening middle schools were

to cooperate in the future.



