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Transmission of Buddhism in Silla and Ancient Japan (Part 1)
Friction and Problems in its Reception and the Role of Women

Kim, Hyo-Jin

ABSTRACT

Buddhism was founded in India in about the fifth century B.C., and
reached the Korean Peninsula and Japan from central Asia via China
through the fourth to sixth century A.D. Rather than from pure religious
faith, Koguryo, Paekche, Silla, as well as Japan accepted Buddhism for
political purposes in both domestic and foreign circumstances as a means to
strengthen central royal control. In this aspect, all four countries are similar,
and in particular the reception of Buddhism in Japan resembles that of its
reception in Silla.

First, the reception of Buddhism in Silla is considered at length. In
regards to this reception, the literature contains many conflicting depictions
and interpretations, making an introduction a complicated undertaking.
Building on previous research, the present paper considers the persons who
introduced Buddhism in its early stages of reception, as well as the chronology
of that early reception.

By the era of King Soji (i %' T), there was already a incense priest in
the inner cloister, meaning Buddhism had already reached Silla. From this
fact and descriptions in the Samguk Saki (“History of the Three Kingdoms”),
it can be confirmed Buddhism had arrived by the time of King Nulji (7§ %
F). Also, Mukoja (5 # ) from Koguryo who arrived in the era of King
Nulji, and Ado (1) who likewise arrived from Koguryo during the reign of
King Soji, thought to be the same individual, were more likely two separate
individuals referred to by common rather than their formal/proper names.

One of the distinguishing characteristics of the transmission of Buddhism
to Silla royalty was the separate arrival of the three components of icons, texts,
and buddhist monk, as well as the fact that buddhist monk who fulfilled a
crucial role in its popularization arrived from rival Koguryo. Buddhist monk
arriving from the opposing nation of Koguryo were sometimes killed after

arriving, as well as facing other trials. It was thus that around a hundred years
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had to pass before Buddhism because officially recognized. In the time of
King Beopheung (i +), a young Silla believer by the name of Ichadon
($LIKTMH) was martyred, providing an example of how Buddhists in Silla had
come to appear in the royal court by this time, demonstrating the spread
of Buddhism. It was this period in which Buddhism was finally publically
recognized.

Another characteristic of the transmission of Buddhism to Silla was the
first individual to take holy vows was not the protector of Buddhism, More (&
i), but More’s sister, Sasi (52%).

Following this, the queen consort of King Beopheung and the empress
dowager of King Jinheung (HEJiT), as well as the queen consort of King
Jinheung also took their vows and left the laity, and by the time of Silla’s first
queen Seon-deok (E{#) Buddhism had become greatly popular. The fact that
female members of the royalty formed the center around which Buddhism

was popularized deserves special mention.
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