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Considering ‘Uncertainty’ in the Tourism Field:
A Theoretical and Anthropological Perspective

Kiyomi DOI

ABSTRACT

In recent discussions of risk and uncertainty, much attention has been
centred on how the intention to tame uncertainty through stochastic means
which enable risk visualisation produces risk-conscious entities. By contrast, by
focusing on contemporary tourism practices and sectors, this paper critically
considers uncertainty from a new anthropological perspective, based on the
idea that unmanageable uncertainty sometimes not only attracts tourists but
also evokes ontological significance in our lives. First, this paper clarifies
the conventional debate on risks and uncertainty in the field of tourism.
Then, drawing on Henri Bergson’s concept of ‘image’, this paper suggests a
theoretical perspective which considers lived experiences and temporality,
to overcome epistemological discrepancies in the understanding of risk and

uncertainty and reflect its richness and diversity.



