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Metaphysical Implications of the Doctrine of Internal Relations

Nobuto SAITO

ABSTRACT

This paper considers the philosophical significance of Bradley's theory of
internal relations, a leading philosopher of British idealism. In particular, by
reexamining the consequences of the paradox of infinite regress derived from
it, it will be indicated that this argument is widely applicable, and therefore
Bradley's argument is independent of his metaphysical position of absolute
idealism. This result may seem surprising to those who believe that the flaw in
speculative metaphysics lies in the inadequacy of the conceptual device itself,
but in reality this belief is unfounded. It should be shown that there may be
a correct use of reason by separating the technique of argument from the

metaphysical claim.






