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Transmission of Buddhism in Silla and Ancient Japan (Part 2)
Friction and Problems in its Reception and the Role of Women

Kim, Hyo-Jin

ABSTRACT

The arrival of Buddhism in Japan, according to the documents that
survive, is always dated to the court of the Emperor Kinmei, sent from Seong
of Baekje, but the specific year and what offerings were sent differs. The year
is said to be either 538 or 552, and the current paper considers them from the
position of the sender, Baekje. The year 538 was when the capital of Baekje
was moved to Sabi, and is unthinkable in such a time of internal restructuring
a delegation could have been sent. If the motivation for the promulgation
of Buddhism was to receive military aid in return for providing advanced
cultural products, then it is natural to date it to 552, a year after Baekje faced
a crisis.

The second problem is whether or not priests were also dispatched
along with the physical paraphernalia of Buddhism. In the early period after
Buddhism arrives at the Yamato court, no activities of foreign priests are
recorded, and the general lack of priests is noted. One notable feature of
the arrival of Buddhism in Japan is the records of Buddhist statuary being
brought in, contrasted with records of priests found in Koguryo and Silla after
receiving Buddhism from Baekje.

After the arrival of Buddhism, there is an opposition between factions
for and against. The outward facing opposition regarding the reception
of Buddhism was a struggle over power between the Soga and Mononobe
clans. In the 13th year of the reign of the Emperor Bidatsu, Soga no Umako
performed a Buddhism ritual which, as a symbol of the power of the Soga
clan, sent the Mononobe into a state of alert, which was further aggravated
the following year.

After the arrival of Buddhism, the first to take vows were Zenshinni and
two other young women. It is likely their selection was due to expectations
of fulfilling the role of shaman, but once knowledge of Buddhism and vows

develops, they proceed as nun-scholars. After they studied in Baekje, many



Pk RIS BT ALK (20=) T3

more nuns and monks took their vows, and Empresses and consorts who
strongly believe in Buddhism appear, which shows the role women played in
the early development of Buddhism.

In the previous installment, the transmission and reception of Buddhism
in Silla and ancient Japan was surveyed. Silla and Japan differ from that of
Koguryo and Baekje in the salience of factions for and against, and the length
of time necessary for it to take hold. In the case of Koguryo and Baekje, the
'three treasures': statues, texts, and monks were received as a full set, and for
diplomatic as well as reasons of domestic stability, the rulers actively work
to promulgate Buddhism, but in the case of Silla and Japan, these 'three
treasures' were not received as a full set. Also, in continuing friendly relations
with a larger power, the reception of Buddhism could not be avoided, and
the pros and cons split domestic factions into two, and became a point of
contention. That the first to take vows was a woman, and the contributions of
nuns and ladies of the court in the development of Buddhism were significant

is the same for both Silla and ancient Japan.






