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Realism of Relations in Radical Empiricism and Phenomenology:
James and Husserl

SAITO Nobuto

ABSTRACT

James and Husserl, who lived at the same era, are both philosophers of
consciousness, and it is known that their philosophies resonate in some deep
levels, if not completely in agreement. What attracts our interests is the fact
that they were both realists in relations. In this paper, I would like to focus
on this theme, explore the metaphysical implications of both thoughts, and
consider the possibility of ontology of relations based on it.

The discussion proceeds as follows. First, we will give an overview of James's
and Husserl's philosophy, focusing on relevant matters (1), and then examine
James's and Husserl's theories of relations in detail (2, 3). Based on both
theories, we consider the basic character of the ontology of relations (4).
Furthermore, since structures can be the premise of relations, we show the
possibility of the more general ontology of relations (5) and demonstrate
the necessity of the connection between the ontology of relations and the
phenomenological metaphysics (6). Finally, we supplementally show that the
philosophy of relations can be the basis for the philosophy of consciousness

(7).



