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The object of worship of Yujo in the Heian period
-In contrast to Puppeteer’s Hyakujin faith-

Zhang Yanqin, Liu Yunchao, Lecturer
JiaXing University

Abstract

In the Heian period, there were two forms of Yujo: one form was living on the waterside of
the West country and another form was on land represented by puppet masters. Hyakutayu
inherits the genealogy of Dosojin and is regarded as the guardian deity of Yujo. Until today
there is a regular event in which Puppeteer entertainer dedicates Hyakutayu at Nishinomiya
Shrine every year. Since Yujo and Puppeteer had the same object of worship, both Yojo
and Puppeteer are regarded as the same. In the Heian period, Yujo had a close and deep
relationship with Puppeteer, but they cannot be said to be identical. Hyakutayu worshipped
by Yujo were different from the Hyakujin worshipped by Puppeteer at night.

Keywords: Heian period Yujo Hyakutayu Puppeteer Hyakujin





