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On the Plurality of Durations
SAITO Nobuto

ABSTRACT

In Durée et Simultanéité, Bergson criticized Einstein’s theory of relativity from
the standpoint of his philosophy of time. However, his theory led to criticism
from physicists, and Bergson allegedly withdrew his theory. Although this
book is an important work of Bergson’s philosophy of time, unfortunately
it has become a difficult work to evaluate today due to such circumstances.
However, when viewed as a metaphysical writing, it is full of deep insights into
the central subjects such as time and existence, and therefore the book seems
to remain an important work. In this paper, I will focus on Bergson’s thesis of
the uniqueness of time, examine its problems, and discuss how to justify the
intuitive validity of this thesis.

The discussion proceeds as follows. First, we analyze Bergson’s argument for
the uniqueness of time (1). Next, we find a problem in the idea of integration
of durations that makes possible this thesis (2) and reconstruct the problem
accurately (3). Then, referring to James’s discussion, we will search ways
to overcome difficulties (4) and present one possible solution that is both

concrete and adequate (5).



