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On the Guidance of Public Opinion
in Han Feizi Wu Du ([#3EF] 7LER)

Yuki SHIBUYA

ABSTRACT

The legal thought of Qin Shi Huang (Z#52757) is said to have inherited
Han Feizi ([#3JET]). Indeed, Li Si (ZF#7) dedicated to Qin Shi Huang that
private academic activities should be eliminated and only the laws taught by
officials should be educated, which is in line with Han Fei (83JF)’s ideals.
But the means of achieving that state were very different. Li Si’s means are
to directly eliminate private academic activities, including Confucianism,
through legislation and punishment. On the other hand, Han Fei thought
that private academic activities could inevitably be reduced if the monarch did
not give the people the wrong incentives. Han Fei stands on a utilitarian view
of humanity and thinks that the essence of human beings cannot be improved
by experience and education. Humans do not dare to learn Confucianism
if they do not gain profit and honor. Honor can also be obtained by public
opinion, but if the rule of law was thoroughly enforced, the monarch could
control public opinion. In contrast to Li Si’s laws and regulations, which
require thorough detection and punishment using police force and the
judicial system, Han Fei’s method can theoretically be realized only by
changing the behavior of the monarch himself. From the perspective of the
effort required to realize it, Han Fei’s means may have been more realistic.
The idea of eliminating the labor of governance may be related to the “wu wei
($:7% )7 of Laozi ([ T]), but consideration of this point is a topic for the

future.



