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Visits to the Ryugu Court in Jakata Tales
Differences in the Reception Between Japanese, Korean,
and Chinese Sources

Kim, Hyo-Jin

ABSTRACT

In Jakata Tales, there are many instances of visits being made to the
Ryugu Court by the living Buddha to provide salvation for the impoverished
by passing many trials and acquiring the Cintamani stone and saving the
living. The current paper takes up the Classical Chinese translations of
Buddhist texts, transmitted through central Asia to Tibet, Mongolia, China,
the Korean Peninsula and Japan through a northernly trajectory, and through
analyzing the specific elements and structure of the Ryugu Jakata Tales aims
to make clear and comment on the reception of such tales in Japan, China,
and Korea.

Jakata tales of visits to Ryugu can be classified into the following three
types: the drying of the sea type, the repeated reincarnation type, and
the sibling conflict type. One chapter of the Ta-chih-tu lun, which is of the
repeated reincarnation type, is transmitted by the Kyouritsu Isou, but becomes
absent following that text, leaving on the two types of the drying of the sea,
and sibling conflict. In Japan and Korea especially, the reception of the drying
of the sea type is represented by the Taisei-taishi-den, and the sibling conflict by
the Zenyuu-taishi-den.

In China, Japan, as well as Korea, there are slight variations on the
elements of the story of the Taisei-taishi-den and Zenyuu-taishi-den. The Chinese
edited Kyouritsu Isou is the result of the synthesis and selection of three sutras
into one text, however the Japanese Sanpou-e places the main theme onto the
Taisei-taishi-den of the drying of the sea type, while taking in a chapter from
the Rokudo-jikkyou, and expressions and elements of the Zenyuu-taishi from
the Hou-on Gyou, while re-arranging them into a new narrative. On the other
hand, the Zenyuu-taishi-den found in the Korean Seokgayeoraesipjisuhaenggi is
largely based on that of the Hou-on Gyou, an attempt at forging a new narrative
is made by the removal of the sibling conflict type and the addition of new

elements.



