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Realism, Idealism, and Paradox
SAITO Nobuto

ABSTRACT

It is a well-known fact of history of philosophy that Whitehead's Process
Metaphysics has a common spirit with William James’s philosophy of
pure experience and Henri Bergson’s philosophy of durée pure of his
contemporaries. What is interesting is that they all refer to the Zeno’s paradox
of motion in discussing the nature of time. It is noteworthy that Whitehead
uses Zeno’s ideas as specimens for speculative tests to establish his theory of
time. What role did Zeno’s paradox play in establishing modern metaphysics?

James, Bergson, and Whitehead were all realists, but Bradley’s Absolute
Idealism stood before them as their main opponent. The theory of internal
relations (the non-existence of relations), which is the foundation of his
philosophy, strongly suggests an affinity with the Zeno’s paradox of motion
with respect to its structure of argument. Despite the difference in subjects
of the motion and relation, if they are essentially the same argument, then
the process of formation of modern speculative metaphysics can be traced to
the development of arguments stimulated by Zeno’s paradox. In other words,
it can be understood that modern realism may have been established by
overcoming the Eleatic school of thought, which has revived in modern times
in the form of Bradley’s Absolute Idealism.

Also, by linking Zeno and Bradley, we can extract the common
argumentative structure in the phenomenological philosophy, which is
usually understood to have no connection with the Eleatic school. Evidence
of disputes over similar paradoxes allows the scope of modern realism to
be broader than usual. By paying attention to the Eleatic paradox, it seems
possible to greatly reorganize the history of thought.



