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Realism Transformed: From Aristotle to Whitehead
SAITO Nobuto

ABSTRACT

It is a truly astonishing scene of the history of thought that Whitehead's
process metaphysics appeared as a metaphysical system that almost defied
the trend of philosophical fashion in the twentieth century. Thus, it is less
surprising that, while establishing its position as a classic, it failed to obtain
deserve interests because of reputation of typical revisionary metaphysics.
However, there should be more consideration about what ground this
evaluation based on. From a purely philosophical point of view, does
Whitehead's metaphysics not already contain some innovative elements?
Is it not possible to talk about its uniqueness without relying on any
extrapolation consistent with modern science? In this paper, with surveying
previous comparative studies on Aristotle and Whitehead, I attempt to make
some considerations about the contemporary significance of Whitehead’s
philosophy.

The discussion proceeds as follows. First, as a preparation, I will outline
Aristotle’s distinction between the actual and the potential (1). Next, I
will summarize Whitehead’s distinction between the potential and the
actual, paying attention to the differences with Aristotle (2). Based on the
comparison of both metaphysicians, we consider Whitehead’s deconstruction
of the concept of matter (3) and introduce a new characterization of
the actual and the potential by activity and passivity (4), and another
characterization by atomicity and continuity (5). We then scrutinize the
importance of Whiteheadian transformation of Aristotelian realism (6)
and point out that a certain ontological category is required from this
transformation (7). Finally, we will give some consideration about the
possibility of metaphysics.



