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Xunzi on ‘[# (sentiments)’ and ‘[ (heart-mind)’
Yuki SHIBUYA

ABSTRACT

In Xunzi, ‘% (rituals)’, which is the basis of justice in human society, is
said to have been created from human’s “/f§ (sentiments)’ by ‘#2 A (saints)’
and ‘& F (former kings)’. The sentiments arises as a change of ‘M (human
nature)’, but it is not this raw sentiments itself that is used as material to
create rituals. All actual expression of sentiments is the results of one’s
selection from possible sentiments by “[+ (heart-mind)’, so the sentiments as
materials for rituals should be consist of original raw sentiments and heart-
mind.

The difference between humans and animals is only the difference between
high and low of intelligence, which is not essential but a matter of degree.
Even animals have the ability to not forget for a certain period of time when
their companions or partners die, because they also have love brought
about by “Jl (perception)’ as humans do. Humans in general have higher
intelligence than animals, so that, due to their intelligent power, they should
be able to remember the death of their close relatives for a longer period of
time than animals. But a ‘@&fHEILZ A (foolish, stubborn, licentious and
wicked person)’ cannot retain in memory the death of their relatives for as
a long period of time as animals. Since human nature and raw sentiments
are same in all the people, this difference in sentiments comes from the
difference in intelligence of their heart-mind. We also have to note that this
difference among human beings is innate, for it is impossible for them to
learn rituals because it has not been created yet.

It has been thought that, according to Xunzi, all people are equally
equipped with ethical intelligence. However, our consideration thus far shows
that there is a natural disparity of human ethical intellectual ability in human
race. Most humans are, of course, born with intermediate abilities, but we
have a few special cases, such as supreme intelligence like saints and former

kings, or inferior humans with intelligence lower than animals.



