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The Poetics of Names about the Incomprehensible Other:
A Study of Kimi no Suizo wo Tabetai by SUMINO Yoru

NISHIGALI Satoshi

ABSTRACT

Pure love story genre, which has frequently enjoyed a boom in popularity,
is formally characterized by the depiction of a passionate love affair within
a limited period of time between a woman who is about to die from an
incurable disease and a healthy man. SUMINO Yoru’s Kimi no Suizo wo Tabetai
has also been consumed by the masses as a pure love story. However, as
previous studies have pointed out, while Kimi no Suizo wo Tabetai is based on a
pure love story format, it does not emphasize romance. In fact, Kimi no Suizo
wo Tabetai depicts a man and a woman who avoid romantic relationships.
Their relationship is represented as some peculiar names such as [t B L ]
and [? ? ? ? ?]. Nevertheless, these names have not been examined in
detail in previous studies analyzing their relationship. In this paper, I studied
Kimi no Suizo wo Tabetai from the perspective of the functions and meanings of
these peculiar names.



