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Color and Extension
SAITO Nobuto

ABSTRACT

An object has a color and a size at the same time. This is such a self-
evident fact that it feels rather strange to describe it again. But it is perhaps
not as strange as the fact that this banal fact once fascinated many great
philosophers and made them speculate. As a result, this question contributed
in no small way to the progress of metaphysics and is still today one of the
best starting points for discussing the relationship between consciousness and
being. What can we know from this fact that completely different data of color
and extension are given in close unity? In this paper, I would like to compare
the considerations of this case by three great philosophers, Husserl, Brentano,
and Peirce, and consider the question of what the order of the sensible world
is.

The discussion proceeds as follows. First, I will lay out the main points of
mereology and foundation theory in Husserl’s Logical Investigations. Next,
in order to clarify the background of Husserl’s argument, I will examine
Brentano’s psychological philosophy, which is considered to be the origin
of Husserl’s argument, with a focus on its unique mereology. Then, the
basic concepts of Husserlian and Brentanian mereologies will be examined
with a modern perspective. Thus, as the nature of the problem surrounding
the relationship between color and extension becomes clearer, the inner
connection between Brentanian or phenomenological philosophy and
Peirce’s thought becomes clear. Finally, I conclude my discussion by stating
what we have learned from comparing these various theories and what our
direction could be.



