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The Printing Press and Paper as Reproduction Media
—Communication Considerations on Mimeographs
and Gampi Paper

Minoru KAWAMATA

ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on the mimeograph, which was widely used as a printing
medium throughout Japan until the 1960s, and ‘Gampi Paper’, the original
paper from Kochi Prefecture, which made its name not only in Japan but
also in the world, and examines how both media, which were paired as
reproduction technologies, had a widespread impact on local communities
and people as an industry. This paper examines the communication process
of media diffusion.

In this paper, we will discuss the diffusion process of both media into
society, referring to Tamura and Shimura’s mimeograph studies and
Murakami’s research on Gampi Paper. In addition, we will attempt to discuss
the relationship between mimeograph and Gampi as a communication
process study, focusing ‘diffusion model of innovation’ by E.M. Rogers.



