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Noema as Expression
SAITO Nobuto

ABSTRACT
Although noema is one of the most important concepts in Husserlian
phenomenology, it is nevertheless an extremely difficult concept, and it can
be said that there is still no established interpretation of what noema actually
is. There are two main interpretations of noema: psychological and semantic,
and these are now in conflict.

However, what we should remember here is that the fundamental problem
in Husserl’s phenomenology was the philosophy of time. The above two
theories are attempts to understand the noema in the context of philosophy
of perception, and neither is directly related to this issue. If we break this
constraint and focus on the problem of time consciousness as Husserl’s most
fundamental problem, the possibility of a new interpretation of noema will
open. Noema is a concept from the analysis of perception and what is at
stake is the perceived object, therefore the theory of noema is certainly an
ontology. However, for any ontology presupposes philosophy of time, focusing
on the connection between noema and time will make possible to put into
perspective a time conscious metaphysics. In fact, this tendency is widely
seen among Husserl’s contemporary metaphysicians, and therefore it seems
that theory of noema, which is also a philosophy of time, can contribute
to clarifying the metaphysical implications of phenomenology. This paper
attempts to approach the concept of noema from an angle that has not
received attention so far.

The discussion proceeds as follows. First, I will give an overview of the main
interpretations of the concept of noema (1). Next, I will reexam the structure
of intentionality in Husserlian phenomenology (2). Next, I will discuss
James’s specious present and its relationship to Husserlian phenomenology
(3). Next, I will introduce the metaphysics of Whitehead and Santayana,
which are considerably influenced by James (4), and then, based on their
philosophical contact, I will consider the possibility of reinterpretation of
noema in Husserlian phenomenology (5). Finally, we will consider a new

characterization of noema (6).



