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Abstract

Hanamaki City is located in the Midwestern part of Iwate Prefecture. The area is 908.39km?,
and the population as of the end of June 2023 is 91,601. The industrial pillars of Hanamaki
City are agriculture with a production value of 13.5 billion yen, manufacturing industry with
a production value of over 260 billion yen, and tertiary industry with a production value
of 327.7 billion yen. In this report, we focused our analysis on agriculture and tourism. To
summarize agriculture in Hanamaki City, it is one of the prefecture’s leading rice producers,
and is characteriszed by its complex management that combines rice cultivation with
horticulture and livestock farming. One of Hanamaki City’s strength as a tourist destination
is the appeal of Hanamaki Onsenkyo as a hot spring resort. In addition, it is well known
historically and culturally as the hometown of Kenji Miyazawa. Another strength of
Hanamaki City is its convenient transportation, including Iwate Hanamaki Airport, Shin-
Hanamaki Station on the Tohoku Shinkansen, and expressway interchanges. In the Regional
Brand Survey 2022, Hanamaki City’s total attractiveness, recognition, and desire for tourism
were 90.4 points. The city received 19.3 points for attractiveness, 40.3 points for recognition,
and 30.8 points for tourism desire, all of which are significantly higher than the national
average. Before the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of domestic tourists
visiting the city each year was 2 million, and the number of foreign tourists visiting the city
was 50,000. Due to the impact of the COVID-19, both the number of domestic tourists and
the number of foreign tourists visiting the city have fallen significantly since 2020. However,
both numbers are expected to recover in the future as the COVID-19 moved to Category 5
and travel restriction for foreign visitors to Japan are eased. The number of foreign residents
in Hanamaki City was 606 in June 2023. By status of residence, Technical Intern Trainees
(222 people), Specified Skilled Worker Category 1 (62 people) and Engineers/Specialists in
Humanities/International Services (30 people) account for a high proportion.





