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Phenomenology of Knowledge and Mereology
SAITO Nobuto

ABSTRACT
The Sixth Investigation of Husserl’s Logical Investigations is the
“Phenomenology of Knowledge”, which proves that the essence of the
cognitive act is synthesis, and reconsiders Kant’s analysis of the cognitive
faculty, which distinguishes between sensibility and understanding.

What is interesting is that mereological thinking appears again and again
as various epistemological problems are analyzed. The types of synthesis are
mereologically organized. Understanding is also defined as an “act founded”
on sensibility, which clearly derives from Husserl’s own mereological research
in The Third Investigation. Throughout The Sixth Investigation, there are
hints of the application of mereology as a formal ontology to epistemology,
and it may not be impossible to call this study a mereology of knowledge, but
there are not many previous studies that have fully addressed this point.

Therefore, it may be of some value to shed light on the mereological
elements that seem to be the premise of Husserl’s thought. In particular, it
should be possible to reconsider Husserl’s critique of reason, the greatest
epistemological challenge he aimed for, from a new perspective.

The discussion will proceed as follows: First, we will clarify Husserl’s
mereology of knowledge (1), and then we will reinterpret his subsequent
theory of categorical intuition as a mereology of the faculty of knowledge (2).
We will clarify in relation to mereology which role modality plays in various

discussions (3), and finally consider the phenomenological critique of reason
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