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Comparative Study on the Attitudes of Kanzo Uchimura and
Toyohiko Kagawa toward the Kanto Great Earthquake in 1923

Tomobumi KUROKAWA

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to compare the attitudes of Kanzo Uchimura
and Toyohiko Kagawa toward the Kanto great earthquake in 1923.

The following three points can be concluded,;

First, Uchimura prayed at first taking care of his family when he was in
Karuizawa. Kagawa promptly came to Kanto by ship the next day and saw what
happened there, and took care of the many refugees in Kanto, not his own
family, for his family was safe in Kobe far away of Kanto region.

Second, Uchimura came home in Tokyo and gave his sermon on Sunday
worship to encourage his followers. After that he saw and shocked to see the
refugees in the tragic situation, saying he may go mad . Uchimura joinded
the vigilante group around his house. On the other hand, Kagawa earned
much money by his lectures etc. in Kansai region to relieve the refugees in the
Kanto Great Earthquake.

Third, their attitude toward the earthquake was almost the same, which was
proactive and optimistic based upon the Bible. That is to say, the suffering can
be punishment and His grace, they considered in terms of God. Uchimura
thought the death of victims can be the atonement death. On the other hand,
Kagawa concluded eventually the earthquake was the test by God after his
longtime cry for God.



