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The Present-Day Image of Women as Seen
in Japanese Proverbs

GONG Wei*
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Abstract

Proverbs are lessons and truths that have been passed down through the
ages, based on knowledge that people have obtained through experiences
accumulated over many years. From proverbs, we can learn about the
lifestyle and mindset of people at the time of the proverb’s conception. As
a kind of linguistic form, proverbs also change with the times. Comparing
the old days of a proverb to the present day gives us insight into things like
changes in society and changes in people’s lifestyle and mindset.

For this paper, we extracted proverbs relating to the image of women
that appear in the latest proverbs dictionaries and compared them to those
considered by Akiko Jugaku (1979), while also analyzing the present-
day image of women. In doing so, we found a rather assertive image of
women, which suggests that discrimination against women is on its way to
extinction.

We believe that the increase in the social stature of women brought
about by such factors as the transformation in social structure from an
industrial society to an information-oriented society and women’s increased
participation in society is reflected in today’s proverb dictionaries.

Key words: Proverbs, Image of women, Gender and society



