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Abstract

This paper introduces case studies of water environment revitalization
(Aomori prefecture, Akita prefecture, Ibaraki prefecture, and Fukuoka
prefecture) that employ a multi-stakeholder process. Also, it considers the
tasks required for activities by NPOs and citizens to become ongoing, and it
recommends the following two points.

First, in order for exploratory efforts to take hold in the community
as normal activities with continuity and stability rather than ending at
temporary activities, it asserts that securing the activities’” funding and
stabilizing the basis for the activities are key tasks. Also, it asserts that most
of the problems surrounding NPOs are things that cannot be solved by the
NPOs themselves but instead require voluntary support by citizens as well
as the establishing of a social infrastructure by the government.

Second, it asserts that to solve the problems of water environments,
it is necessary not only to utilize the know-how that NPOs possess but

7 u

also to utilize citizens” and NPOs” “ordinary knowledge (experience)” in
the policy formation process. This entails focusing on NPOs’ advocacy
function, and because building this sort of policy formation process will
make it possible to integrate into policies a different perspective from that
of the government, such as assessments and proposals from the perspective
of citizens and NPOs regarding the current water environment situation
and related policies, it is considered to be an important task for effectively

carrying out water environment revitalization.
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