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An Analysis of the Gender Differences in Japanese Request
Expressions: Taking the Lines of TV Drama as an Example

GONG Wei*
*OKAYAMA SHOKA UNIVERSITY

Abstract

Human beings are categorized into males and females. Males and females
are differentiated from each other not only in physiology but also in culture.
This paper takes the lines of TV drama Last Christinas as an example to an-
alyze the use of Japanese request expressions from the perspective of gender
difference. The speech act of request, which frequently occurs in our daily life,
is often concerned with face-losing problem. Based on a careful investigation,
the present study suggests that in general males tend to request in a direct way,
while females are more likely to do it in a polite or indirect manner. Many
scholars have claimed that the gender differences in language use will be min-
imized or even be neutralized gradually with the development of our society.
Nevertheless, this paper argues that such gender differences may never disap-
pear due to the culture environmental differences which early existed on the

males and females as they were quite young.
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