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Always Orpheus is a minstrel. From his first appearance on the
Delphic metope the lyre is scarcely ever out of his hand. As an Argo-
naut he plays and sings to set the time for the rowers, and he is indi-
spensable to them in their perilous passage by the island of the Sirens.
When he goes to the lower world in quest of his wife, it is by means
of song that he hopes to prevail over the gods of the dead. When the
wild women who were bent upon his destruction made their attack, it
was when he was in the act of playing and singing, -and it was with
his lyre that he sought in vain to defend himself. He was generally
recognized as a Thracian, like the other legendary poets of the Pierian

group—Linos, Pamphos, Thamyris, Philammon, Musaeus, Eumolpus.
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Before he became the pupil of the Idaean Dactyls he was exceptionally
endowed with the gift of poetry and song. He was son of a Muse and
servant of the Muses. By some his father was said to be Apollo, and
if the god was not his father he was at least his patron. Orpheus was
himself the father of song. He was numbered with other famous mins-
trels of legend—Philammon, Linos, Hymenaeus, lalemus. The genea-

logists made him the ancestor of Homer and Hesiod.
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The pastoral Muse of Damon and Alphesiboeus, at whose rivalry the
heifer marvelled and forgot to graze, at whose song lynxes stood spell-
bound, and rivers were changed and stayed their course—the Muse of

Damon and Alphesiboeus I will sing.
(Loeb ed., 1. 1-5.)
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Begin with me, my flule, a song of Maenalus!

Now let the wolf even flee before the sheep, let rugged oaks bear
golden apples, let the alder bloom with narcissus, let tamarisks distil
rich amber from their bark, let owls, too, vie with swans, let Tityrus
be an Orpheus—an Orpheus in the woods, an Arion among the dolphins!

Being wilh me, my flute, a song of Maenalus!

(Loeb ed., 1l. 51-57.)
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(1) BHAARZE vy T 70U XYy ], THEHFAELE] 521 Kk
A% BT, HEEE, 19654,
(2) Virgil, Eclogues, in Virgil, trans. by H.R. Fairclough (Loeb Classical
Library, Harvard, 1935) Eclogue I, 1. 47-48.
I F Y AR EE LTzl v 5,
(3) Cf. Polybius, The Histories, trans. by W.R. Paton, (Loeb ed., Harvard,
1923) Book IV. 20-21.
(4) Cf. Plutarch, Moralia, 286A.
(5) Virgil, op. cit., VI. 4-5.
(6) Cf. W.W. Greg, Pastoral Poetry and Pastorval Drama, (Russell & Russell,
New York, 1959) pp. 156-164.
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(7) Louis E. Lord ed. and trans. by, The Orpheus of Politian and the Ami-

nta of Tasso, (Oxford Univ. Press, London, 1931)

COREDRETLFYE TALT 240 D& b BRTITTOHFITA L—F
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FnFh, ‘Pastorale,’ ‘Ninfale,” ‘Eroico,’ ‘Negromantico,” ‘Baccanale,” D
BEAEEN, BKETHE L ToaGWEREI VB LTS,

(8) Pindar, Pindar, trans. by Sir John Sandys, (Loeb ed., Harvard, 1915)
The Pythian Odes IV. 176-7.
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(9) Cf. Select Papyri III trans. by D.L. Page, (Loeb ed., Harvard, 1941) p.
87. 109.

(10) Cf. Ivan M. Linforth, The Arts of Orpheus (Univ. of California Press,
Berkeley, 1941) p. 9.

(11) Cf. Ibid., pp. 157-158.

(12) Cf. Ibid., pp. 9-10. Linforth cites these passages from Catasterismi 24 :
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Topis Exacrov.al 6é Molowar ovvayayoboar €faday énl toic lAeyopévors }Iee-»
Bhbpocs.

(13) Cf. John Boardman, Athenian Red Figure Vase: The Archaic Period,
(Thames and Hudson, 1975) Illustration No. 277 or 354.
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{15) Cf. Isocrates, Busiris, (trans. by L.V. Hook, Loeb ed., Harvard, 1945)
38-39. ‘Orpheus, who made a point of rehearsing these tales, died by being
torn asunder.” JHMHTLMTFLT - TLAS YU /—7 4 7 (BELOFE) &R
ZILD 12 1 DICHRIE T L 12BN bDOE Y ELT, 41—V 7 57— RiTBR
L7zFd MY RDZEFT T B,

16) TV VEFRETATy AT 4 ) (RIE—R, AXEE, T¥ )y +Ef4E 1
P, RBF354E) 357-362.
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Cf. Leslie Orrey, A Concise History of Opera, (Themes and Hudson, Lon-
don, 1972) pp. 16-22.

(18) Virgil, The Georgics, (Loeb Classical Library, Harvard, 1935) 1V. 490-491.

(19) James Rhoades trans. by, The Poems of Virgil, (Great Books, Encyclopae
dia Britannica, 1952) The Georgics IV, 1. 494-495.

(20) Cf. Michael J.B. Allen ed. and trans. by, Marsilio Ficino and the Phae-
dran Charioteer, (Univ.. of California Press, Berkeley, 1981) ‘De Amore’,
speech 7, chapter 14, pp. 220-225. 7-& 2 1EMRIE 75 b —iZich - THRIER
WITUFERE S D - £ RO L ST XT3,  (...Quatuor ergo divini furioris
sunt speties. Primus quidem poeticus furor, alter mysterialis, tertius ratici-
nium, amatorius affectus est quartus.)
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23) 7Fbr¥ Toeq by BAEIR [75Fvaf) 8 18MR SKREE,
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19744, 493CEH,
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(27) Apostolos N. Athanassakis, trans. by, The Orphic Hymns, (Scholars
Press for the Society of Biblical Literature, Montana, 1977) p. 109.
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