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A Phase of the American Language

——With Special Reference to Its

Informality and Dynamism——

Satoshi Yomota

America, as everyone knows, consists of races of many origins. Thus,
the American language, which I venture to say, spoken in mixed society,
could be said to appear before us in varied aspects. In America, the multi-
racial country, people would have to use expressions as informal, plain as
they can so as to facilitate mutual understanding among them.

Also, the disparity between the environment and traditions of the Ame-
rican people since the seventeenth century and those of the English, that
is, the tendency to seek freedom from restraint of the traditions of England
has been the main current of the American people’s humour.

And these would seem to be the most important of the facts which could
give impetus to the existence of “Americanisms.”

Some discoveries were made by the classification of materials collected
from today’s American literary works, magazines and newspapers.

So I classified them into five sections:

(1) Swear Words (2) Number (3) Conjunctions (4) Frequency of Mixed
Narration (5) Word-Order of Reporting Verbs.

In addition to fhese, the flat adverbs frequently used by American writers
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like Hemingway and many others, to say nothing of Mark Twain, are the
proof of sensuous qualities peculiar to the American language.

To sum up, the American language could be characterized by its infor-
mality and dynamism.

In the present paper, I might as well venture to say,

I endeavored to deal with the American language, concerned mainly with
some linguistic features which had not yet been touched upon so much by

the scholars.
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THE TOMB OF SOUL

Touichi Izawa

We can still enjoy a beautiful landscape of rustic area along the Mincio
in the suburbs of Mantua in Italy. Virgil, one of the greatest ancient poets,
sang in praise of his own country in his Eclogues. From then on, the rural
area along the Mincio has been compared with Arcadia, the ideal land for
herds in ancient Greece.

Orpheus, a Thracian mythological minstrel, appeared three times on such a
pastoral stage; first he appeared in Georgics IV by Virgil, the second in a
pastoral drama titled Favola d’Orfeo by A. Politian, and the third on the
stage of the earliest opera by C. Monteverdi. However, he is originally not
a shepherd, though a musician, and Orphic myth can’t be a pastoral story
because it doesn’t form the alegiac style. Nevertheless theses appear in a
pastoral atmosphere. This article, however, doesn’t aim to make clear the
relation between these Orphic stories and the pastoral, a genre of poetry,
but the structure of ancient myth of Virgilian Orpheus.

First of all, music connects Orphic stories with the pastoral. .M. Linforth
reports, in his chronological study on Orphic literatures titled The Arts of
Or pheus, that the earliest Orpheus appears as an Argonaut and a great minstrel
of lyre. Then we’ll find the earlier records which feport the tragic Orpheus.
being torn to pieces by Bacchic women. Love stories of Orpheus and Eury-
dice can be found in the last group of records, but in the underworld she

appears as the dead rather than a lovely wife of his own. We should assert
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that the main factors of the ancient Orphic myth before 300BC are funda-
mentally the music and death.

Most well known Orphic story told by Virgil is also fundamentally con
structed with these two factors, though we cannot disregard the factor of
love. The deed of looking back at her leads the interruption of music. It
causes both lovers to realize that the only acceptable form of existence as a
human being is whether to be alive or dead; in other words, musical song
or poetry is the only way to transcend the limitation of human being. Plato
called it “a madness,” which is indispensable for men to contemplate the
Idea that is the ultimate substance in the world. All the reason for mortal
beings to get is to set souls free from the tombs of bodies and to contem-
plate the ultimate Idea.

But the liberation of souls from human bodies means, as Plato suggests,
the death. Therefore we can say music is something to promote the human
death. If mortal Orphues had not concealed his body and pretended as a
mere spiritual-being without any flesh, he could not have adventured to go
down to Hades. But he revealed his body by looking back at Eurydice
with his eyes being a part of human body. It is natural that the gods
should have destroyed his body by tearing it to pieces; for it might be
prohibit that any human being having a body keeps alive in a realm of
gods. To sum up, the ancient myth of Virgilian Orpheus may be decided

to symbolize the mystery of soul and body.
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The Historical Meaning of the
Simplification of Chinese Characters

Der-Shing Zeng
(Tokuko So)

“The simplification of Chinese characters Bill” was anounced officially by
the Chinese Government in 1956. From then on, a lot of disputes on the
problems about the simplification of Chinese characters have risen.

But the problems as to how to simplify difficult Chinese characters not
only exist in modern hisfory but also did in ancient history. When we
read the history of Chinese characters, we can find some different writing
styles from the same word (or same meaning) in the age of “Yin Zhow
ancient writings.” All of those different writing styles we may call “the
simplified writing style”. These facts in history tell us that the problems
about the simplification of Chinese characters existed in the early ages
when Chinese characters came into being.

In this paper, I am going to consider the change of Chinese characters
from a historical standpoint. Then I am going to find some historical facts
about the simplification of Chinese characters.

Finally, I am going to try to advance a theory on the development of

Chinese characters.
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