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Transformation Trends in Japanese Confectionery Industry Structure:
Focus on Management Operations of Confectionery Wholesalers

MATSUBARA, Toshikazu

(Faculty of Commerce, Chuogakuin University)

Statistically confectionary is classified as a part of the grocery sector, but in reality confectionary producers are in
a different category. Confectionary is divided between “Namagasi” (perishable confectionery) which is mainly sold
by shops where it is produced and “Ryutugasi” (distribution confectionery) which is supplied by confectionery
manufacturers for retailers and consumers by way of confectionery wholesalers.

Furthermore, Namagashi is divided between “Wanamagasi” (Japanese perishable confectionery) like Daifukus,
Manjyuus and “Yonamagasi” (Western perishable confectionery) like cakes and cream puffs. Of these three categories
of confectionary, Wanamagasi is produced in the largest amounts. However, the trend of transformation in the
confectionary industry structure is highlighted by the management operations of confectionary wholesalers and
this paper focusing on Ryutugasi.

These three processes and reasons are featured

® The process and the reason of large confectionery wholesaler bankruptcy.

® The process and the reason for general trading companies to compete in the confectionery industry by supporting
large confectionery wholesalers.

® The process and the reason for huge grocery wholesalers to compete in the confectionery industry by merging

with small-medium confectionery wholesalers.

75





